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HLA FALL MEETING PROGRAM 


Carolyn Crawford, HLA Program Chairman, announces these arrangements: 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON, November 16. Children's library work. This will be a workshop or 
demonstration program on the techniques of library work with children. Two ex- 
perimental films will be shown - CINDERELLA, in silhouette; and STONE SOUP, for 
which the book illustrations are projected to give the illusion of motion, There 
will also be story telling and book talks, in person and on records, 


FRIDAY EVENING. Dinner meeting, either with a mainland speaker on children's liter- 
ature, or with local people in a panel on censorship. 


SATURDAY, November 17. incheon } : 
Jackson, of the new Library arvises Bill — its effect on ae libraries. 
We will also discuss the bill being drafted for our own legislature, to consoli- 
date all county libraries in one territorial system, 





PRESIDENT'S LETTER 
Dear HLA Member: Sept. 24, 1956 


Since last you heard from us, your Executive Committee has been busily at work, 
Jean Stevens reports that the Publications Committee is circulating copies of the 
earlier editions of the "Union List of Serials in Libraries of Honolulu" to all of 
the previously participating libraries, plus half a dozen new ones; after these are 
checked and returned to the Committee they will proceed with the next step in pre- 
paring the eagerly awaited new edition. It is a tremendously big and time-consuming 
task which will take many months to complete. By the way, a vote of thanks is due 
Jean and the Hawaiian Pineapple Company, who supplied the paper, the reproducing proce 
esses, the clerical help, and even the stamps for the HLA Directory which reached you 


in August. 


Stella Watanabe's Membership and Recruiting Committee is working on plans for a 
tea in late October, The idea is recruitment for librarianship, and the "invitees" 
will be University students and vocational counselors. The Committee plans to show 
movies illustrating the profession, distribute attractive folders about our vocational 
field, and have available a list of Hawaii librarians and their alma maters to advise 
and introduce students to the library schools and cities of their choice, 


Carolyn Crawford heads the Program Committee, assisted by Yvonne Smith, Nancy 
Noda, Margaret Holden, and Ruth Fung. This group, on very short notice, arranged a 
most delightful dinner at the Reef on August 8 in honor of Jane Fairweather, attended 
by 51 HLA members and friends. Jane, formerly of Honolulu and the Library of Hawaii, 
later in Army library service, was on furlough from her U. S. Information Service 
Library in Calcutta; everyone thoroughly enjoyed the entertaining account of her In- 
dian adventures and seeing her slides. The Committee has come up with all sorts of 
fascinating ideas for the fall HLA meeting. 


As for Jessie Larsen's Legislative Committee - we decided to reprint its report 
in full, since it contains so much important information needed in a legislative year. 
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We were pleased’ to learn that the Junior Chamber. of Commeree throughout the 
country has adopted a national project, “Operation Libraries". This authorizes each 
local chapter:to support ‘the public library in its community afid té "give appropriate 
help whenever possible. We wrote the Territorial president, Charles Vanatta of Hilo, 
describing the’ woeful ‘budgetary .condition-of our public libraries, and asking the ~ 
help of his organization in the next legislative session. We hope the librarians on 
the. individual islands will ‘work through their local chapters for the aid of this very 
young and energetic ‘group. 


Next month (October) the PTA holds its Territorial convention. We wrote the 
President and Legislative Directors twice, calling attention.to'our common interests 
and asking the help of the Hawaii Congress and its Platform:and’Resolutions Committee, 
In letters dated Sept. 21, 1956, from J. Ralph Brown, President, and Daniel.T., Aoki, 
Direetor of Législation,~ we..are. assured oftheir support; the program to be presented 
for adoption at’ the annual convention in’ October includes the following statement: 
"We-will support such legislation as will’ provide for expanded ameisid library services 
to include adequate service to rural areas." 


Before the Territorial conventions this spring and summer we wrote both political 
parties asking that library support be-included in their platforms. Both the Terri- 
torial and the Hawaii island Republican groups made such an inclusion. The platform 
of the Democratic Party of Hawaii makes no mention of libraries. In a letter dated 
Sept, 21, 1956, Mr. Robert G. Dodge,. Vice-Chairman, Territorial Central Committee, has 
this to say: "You will note that under .Education there is no. specific. mention .of 
libraries as such, This is for the reason that the Democratic Party considers the, 
public libraries’, ‘function to be enly one agnect of the total educational needs-of our 
people." , . ‘ 


‘ALL ‘of you have seen the ‘articles and advertisements in the professional journal 
on "Storm Center", the Columbia picture about library censorship starring. Bette Davis. 
This summer we inquired of the ,local distributor, Consolidated Amusement, Company y if 
it would’'be possible to coordinate the Honolulu showings with the fall HLA meetings; 
or, if that were not possible, with Book Week or the Festival of Books. As 4 result, 
the Consolidated people invited. the HLA Executive Committee to, attend. the preview when 
the screening.was. held to decide where to show it.. Just a few days ago. we were noti- 
fied that the picture will play at the Princess Theatre during. Book. Week, Nov, ;28 - 
Dec. 1, and later, on the outside islands. and in Oahu neighborhood. theatres. "Storm 
Centér" is a gripping experience, and.we. strongly urge all HLA members. to see it. 
Whether or not you.approve of the,way its very. serious message is presented, we.guaran- 
tee it is a picture you will not soon forget. 


The newspaper s have carried. several accounts of, the. survey. of. ‘the Department of 
Public Instruction. which is. soon to begin, Some of. our members, were disturbed: to note 
that apparently no particular attention was_to be paid. to echgel libraries.as a. 
spécific problem, Therefore letters were sent both to Dr. .W..R. ‘Odell, Direotor ‘of 
the Survey, and to Mr. C. J. Chamberlin, Superintendent of aa DPI, expressing our 
anxiety ‘on the scoré’ and hy we felt that public school libraries should be. included. 
We called Dr. Odell's attention to some of the previous surveys covering .them,, and in- 
cluded a copy of the wont of school libraries on this island which the HLA Journal 
carried in 1954, ays 


Plans for the Festival of Books to be held at the Koademy ‘of Arts from November 2 
through 17 are progressing at a great pace. The Publishers' Weekly for July 30, 1956, 
gives the Honolulu fair top billing in its discussion of those to be held this fall 
throughout the country. Several of our HLA member hold key positions in the planning 
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group for this exciting affair, among them Carolyn Crawford, Susan Taylor, Suzanne 
Starr, Eloise Winstedt, Charlotta Hoskins, Cynthia Geiser, and Jean Dabagh. Many 
others will be participating as time goes on. After it closes in Honolulu, the 
Festival of Books will travel to Hilo, so that the Big Island, too, can participate 
in this "first" for Hawaii, 


That about completes the chronicle of our activities to date, for those of the 
HLA Sections will be written up individually. There are other irons still in the 
fire - if anything comes of them we will tell you all about it at the fall HLA meet- 
ings. See you then - November 16 and 17! 
Aloha nui, 
Eleanor H. Davis 


ALA ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Geraldine Milne, ALA Council member, has received the new ALA standards adopted 
at the last meeting to replace the postwar standards. They will be published next 
fall, and merit our study, being very different from the old ones. This copy has 
already been used by several libraries and the HLA Legislative Committee. 


Helen Bevens says, HAVEN'T YOU PAID YOUR ALA DUES? 


The product we have to sell is, let's face it, intrinsically not very interest- 
ing - about as exciting as taxes, in fact. The personal pleasure you will derive as 
a@ result of paying your $6.00 or more dues to the American Library Association is ex- 
tremely slight; ALA activities and conventions seem very far away from us here in 
Hawaii, and it is rather less fun to find an issue of the ALA Bulletin in the mailbox 
than, say, The New Yorker. Nevertheless, like taxes, you have to pay because you 
have to. You are a librarian, and the ALA is your professional organization. Nobody 
else but ALA is fighting for higher standards of library service, better salaries for 
librarians, wider recognition of the importance of library work. As a free rider you 
can share in any benefits obtained for the whole profession without ever joining the 
organization, but if you are sincerely interested in library work (and you must be, 
or you wouldn't be in it) you should in all fairness give the ALA your support. 


Contact the membership representative for your area and she will be delighted to 
give you a membership blank and accept your dues. 


Oahu - Helen Bevens 
Kailua Branch Library 
Ph: 266095 


Hawaii Margaret Gray 
Hawaii County Library 


Hilo, Hawaii 


Maui - Gail Portwood 
Maui County Free Library 
Wailuku, Maui 


Kauai - Mary Spillner 
Kauai Public Library 
Lihue, Kauai 





LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 


by Jessie Larsen, Chairman 


To the President: September 17, 1956 


The Legislative Committee has been active in writing to both parties, general 
chairmen, and territorial platform chairmen, and island chairmen asking for declared 
support of school, university and public libraries in their platforms. - Also the com- 
mittee contacted members of the platform committees by phone, as. did several of the 
libraries, with the success of. being included in the territorial Republican platform, 
and in that of Hawaii, 


For background material to substantiate our claims we have reports of all the. 
public libraries and the report of the President of the University of Hawaii to the 
Regents. Following are statements which will show needs of the libraries, and what 
has happened due to the cuts in appropriation by the legislature, and by the governor. 


We would like to have all librarians contact legislators they know, potential 
ones before elections, and then the. elected legislators to solicit their aid in 
library support. The committee can gather background material, can contact as many 
legislators as possible, can remind the parties to support the pledged platforms, but 
it needs the impact of the support of all librarians to really make a great impression 
and to get action. 


Budget cuts have resulted in reduced library service in the following ways: 


Maui County Free Library: 





Clerk for Lahaina Branch is employed half time instead of full time.. No funds for the 
purchase of supplies and for operating expenses for the new Lahaina library building 
because the Maui Library had the same budget for supplies and for operating expenses 
in 1955-57 as it had in 1953-55, which proved inadequate then when it did not have the 
new Lahaina library building. So, to operate on this fund they had to reduce hours of 
opening the Wailuku library, send one instead of four boxes of books to the bindery, 
make one instecd offour supervisory visits to Molokai and Lanai branches, discontinue 
giving book lists to patrons, reduce expenditures for office and cataloging supplies, 
postage and communications to a dangerous low. Book purchase had to be curtailed. 


Hawaii County Library: 





It had to limit the number of books loaned per borrower. It has retained wornout and 
outdated material in the collection. It has not been able to make proper exchanges of 
school collections. It has not been able to increase hours at branches, though resi- 
dents of those areas requested same. It has not been able to keep up professional 
binding schedule; and due to lack of staff has not been able to keep up the easier 
mending, and since there are inadequate funds for replacement purchases this is doubly 
serious. Growing demands on our juvenile and young people's department are not met. 
It is also attempting to the limit of its facilities to meet the needs of the students 
of the University of Hawaii Hilo Branch. Their own library collection is very limited. 
Add to this the fact that book prices have increased tremendously, and the book buying 
program is woefully inadequate. 
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Kauai Public Library: 


Kauai was cut $500 short for the first year and was unable to do repairs to building, 
and the roof leaked for two years. Personal services were cut $4,000 from depart- 
mental request and other current expenses were cut $5,000 and equipment and books 
were cut approximately $3,000; still Kauai had the best library support per capita of 
all the islands, and the best per capita usage. 


OAHU: Library of Hawaii: 


The Library of Hawaii was cut $124,500 from its budget request, so had to cut down 
services, book buying and supplies in the main library and the branches. Since it is 
obviously impossible to reduce either the main library reference budget, or that for 
periodicals without seriously hampering reference service for years to come, it was 
inevitable that the branch and childrens' budget for books would suffer, too. 


Reserves piled up for popular titles so that people often had to wait months for 
them. Even the classic titles such as Treasure Island, Jane Eyre, or Uncle Tom's 


Cabin were unobtainable at times partly because there were not enough copies, partly 


because the books had to be sent away for rebinding, but could not be sent due to lack 
of funds to pay for this work. Sometimes as many as 700 magazines per day are issued, 
and they, too, are wearing out and should be bound before they are gone beyond repair. 


Circulation rose steadily, increasing the difficulty of the situation. In the 
nine months between July, 1955 and through March, 1956 there was a gain of 74,834 more 
books, periodicals and pamphlets circulated than in the same period the previous year. 
This means we shall have by the end of the year almost 100,000 more books, etc., 
circulated than in 1954-55, with no addition in staff and less money for its chief 
purpose in existence - books and magazines for the people of Honolulu. Oahu, with its 
rapidly growing population, which is especially youthful, should be having much more 
support for its reading and reference services, and its branches, but is struggling 
along on an inadequate budget which is not keeping up with tremendous increases of 
demands on its servicee. 


University of Hawaii Library: 





Dr. Carl Stroven in his report to the President of the University stated, "To the 
outside observer it may seem, with our fine new building, that the University Library 
has entered an era of prosperity, that its needs are all being met successfully. It 
should be realized, though, that a great deal more is needed to make a good library 
than its building, however attractive and efficient that building may be... Thus, 
instead of closing the gap between the number of books we have and the number we are 
expected to have for a university of our standing, we are rapidly losing still more 
ground because the book allotment has grown smaller while the price of books has in- 
creased."1 Other needs which Dr. Stroven emphasizes and summarizes for efficient 
library service are: doubling the present fund for binding; more staff such as a 
clerk-typist in the cataloging department, another clerk in the circulation depart- 
ment, an assistant reference librarian, and an audio-visual librarian. 


Not only the University Library but all libraries suffered a shortage of pro- 
fessional librarians because of the low salaries paid in the Territory. Untrained 





lReport of the President. University of Hawaii, 1954-1955, Dec. 1955, p. 61-63. 
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substitutes helped in these positions in some cases, and in others the positions were 
not filled. The extra burden of professional duties fell on librarians, in many cases 
on department heads, and executive positions, which meant that a minimum of time was 
spent in developing better personnel practices, public relations, publicity and other 
refinements of modern administration. With the increase of salaries due to reclassi- 
fication of positions we hope that this will be partly alleviated. 


A comparison of the statistics of Hawaii libraries shows a startling inconsis- 
tency in library support: Kauai's support is $2.85 per capita; Maui's $1.91; Hawaii 
$1.26; and the Library of Hawaii $1.15. This highest budget on Kauai is reflected in 
the very high per capita circulation and percent of population served. Books loaned 
per capita on Kauai were 10.15; for Maui 6.01; for Hawaii 6.65; and for Oahu 3.79. Of 
course each island has varied problems which contribute to this difference. The 
large areas on Maui and Hawaii which are not so populated make per capita support for 
all activities less. The much greater population of Oahu makes tremendous demands on 
facilities there. Other factors come in, However, if the same support were given to 
all our libraries as on Kauai, all libraries in Hawaii could begin to keep pace with 
the great developments now being made in library service on the mainland, 


HLA SECTIONS 
ARMED FORCES © o e ° - . . oO s . oe . 6 e . o . e ° a . . . o © i oO Helene Gowen 


The Armed Forces Section of the HLA met at the Schofield Post Library on the 6th 
of September. The meeting was held primarily that the members might hear a report by 
ELVA LUDWIG, librarian at Tripler Army Hospital, on the Armed Forces Workshop and the 
ALA conference in Miami, both of which she attended. Miss Ludwig also enjoyed a 
month's visit at her home in Pennsylvania, Several of the group, in fact, have just 
returned from vacations or are about to go on one, LUCILE DUNCAN, assistant at Scho- 
field Post Library, just returned from a month's leave after moving into a new house 
in Wahiawa. HELENE GOWEN, librarian at Schofield Post Library, left September 20 to 
visit her parents in Washington, D. C., and will be gone for six weeks. MILDRED 
SAUNDERS, librarian of the 14th Naval District, returned September 16th from the East 
Coast where she visited relatives and friends. 


HELEN PARKER, long an army librarian locally, just resigned her position as 
librarian at Hickam Air Force Base to become Social Director at Kona Inn. JOSEPHINE 
GOODRICH, who resigned her position at the Shipyard Technical Library at Pearl Harbor 
last summer, is now Director of the Extension Department of the Canton Public Library, 
Canton, Ohio. ELIZABETH OLIVER, librarian at the USN Submarine Base Library, is re- 
signing her position to accompany her husband to Oklahoma where he has been trans- 
ferred. Mrs. DOROTHY HAGERMAN who recently arrived from Dover Air Force Base where 
she was the Base librarian has accepted the position of Chief Base Librarian at 
Hickam. Her job is to supervise all of the 7th Air Force Base libraries. 


CHILDREN'S .... me een emes eee 6 6 es ., AR Rom rae 


SUSAN TAYLOR reports the heaviest summer on record at the Library of Hawaii 
Ghiidren's Room, circulation topping all past years. This does sound wonderful and 
encouraging since television and comics are here to stay. At Hanahauoli School, 
LUCINDA SMITH KING is busy unpacking the new books ordered during the summer and hav- 
ing loads of fun. POLLY PAXTON of Punahou is very much occupied with her work. 
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Public Schools: Because of the new schools being built, the number of elemen- 
tary school librarians gets larger every year. . Some of our lucky librarians getting 
brand new library buildings which will be completed by December are: ELNA BARRETT at 
Kahala, ERNESTINE MUNEI at Kaneohe Elementary, BETTY LOU LUNG KAM at Koko Head, and 
RUTH FUNG at Ala Wai School. 


Officers of the ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LIBRARIANS group for the coming year are: 
ELNA BARRETT, Chairman, JOCELYN IHA, Secretary, and Miss LOTTY CANADAY, advisor. 
Miss Canaday is Director of Elementary Education for the Department of Public In- 
struction. 


And ALL children's librarians (school and public library) on Oahu are very en- 
thusiastic about the Book Fair to be held at the Academy of Arts in November, We are 
all looking forward to this big event in our library lives! 


HAWAITANA . . . . . . ° * s 7 . . « ° ° . s s . 7 . ° s . . . ° . ° o . Agnes Conrad 


The major project of the section during the past six months has been the issuing 
of the Name Index to Thrum's Hawaiian Annual, 1875-1932. This was originally compiled 
by MARGARET TITCOMB and ANITA AMES, and has been revised by Miss Titcomb and JANET 
BELL. Thanks to Mrs. MABEL JACKSON and the staff of the Library of Hawaii, the sten- 
cils were typed and multilithed for the index, and costs were kept to a minimum. Any 
profits received from the publication are being turned over to the Hawaii Library 
Association. Copies of the index are still available from the section chairman for 


$1.25. 


HAWAIIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY. Sanford Ballard Dole And His Hawaii, by Ethel M, 
Damon, will. be published for the Hawaiian Historical Society by Pacific Books, Palo 
Alto, California, early in December. The price has not yet been announced, nor the 
exact date of its receipt by Honolulu book stores. 


BISHOP MUSEUM. It is gratifying to have the Bishop Museum used extensively by 
students and scientists here as well as by scientists from many parts of the world 
who stop here for a few hours, days or weeks. It is exasperating to have more tasks 
pile up than can well be handled. Time, labor, space, funds are needed. One cheer= 
ing word is that some volunteers are devoted and efficient helpers. Girls and boys 
from the Kamehameha School workshop are also available, but have not been used as yet 
this year - it takes more than a few minutes to train untrained helpers, 


ARCHIVES. Slowly but surely a catalog of the complete library holdings of the 
Archives is being built up. A catalog has been made of the Hawaiian government pub- 
lications on hand. A checklist of periodical holdings has been made. All of the 
books in the Captain Cook Collection have been recataloged, and added to the Union 
List at the University Library. Most of the books and pamphlets formerly filed in 
small subject groups or by the name of the donor have been added to the library col- 
lection. However, there are still some filed away in special collections and in with 
the document collections that have not been cataloged, and for some time to come the 
answer to "Do you have..." will be "Yes" or "Not that we know of", 
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SPECIAL AND REFERENCE (PROPOSED) . .....-e «+s... ee. Margaret Holden 


This is either the newest division of HLA, or else it's reborn from the old 
Reference Section. After meeting informally for almost a year, the group has peti- 
tioned to become a regular HLA section, but action must wait till the next Executive 
Board meeting. Any person who may have reference or special library problems is wel- 
come to join in the group, which will hold regular monthly meetings probably on Mon- 
day evenings. Next meeting is October 15 at 7:30 in the Legislative Reference Bureau, 
now located on the ground floor of the University Library building. 


At a recent election, MARGARET HOLDEN was named Chairman, and HERBERT HOLZBAUER 
Secretary. The by-laws are being drawn up. 


The Section Chairman and all the members wish to record their appreciation of 
the devoted work of HERBERT HOLZBAUER, who organized the group and served as its 
Chairman during the past year. And we repeat - please feel free to join the group, 
whether or not you receive a notice of the next meeting. 


LIBRARY NEWS 
HAWAII COUNTY LIBRARY . . . e . . . o . . . . ° . . . . . . o . 7 . . . Carol Brice 


The Hawaii County Library is anticipating the FESTIVAL OF BOOKS which will be 
held on the reading lanai of the Hilo building for two weeks beginning November 26. 
An added feature of the Festival in Hilo will be a special exhibit of Hawaiian prints 
which have recently been given to the Library by the Carlsmith family, Mrs. Jamos 
Case is chairman of a citizens' committee which is cooperating in making arrangements, 
The Library was fortunate in being able to present again this August an exhibit of 
the work of Mr. Louis Pohl's summer school class in art for elementary schools. A 
special attraction was a program of three puppet shows put on by class members at two 
performances. Capacity audiences were most enthusiastic. 


Beginning in September an additional Bookmobile service was put into operation 
from the Honokaa Branch Library. It serves four schools in that district. Mrs. 
MIEKO SHIGEMATSU, helper in the Branch, is in charge ... 165 children received certi- 
ficates for having read and reported on ten books as members of the Robin Hood Summer 
Reading Club, sponsored by the Children's Divisions. This number includes children 
from four of the country branches. The award meeting was a gala affair. The Reverend 
George Cummings led the children in folk games and group singing and Mrs. Lorna Desha, 
Field Assistant in the DPI, awarded the certificates. Because of the "coffee sched- 
ule" in the district schools, the Reading Club began at the Kona Branch early in 
September with 50 members reports, For the first time, the Young People's Division 
sponsored a Summer Reading Club. Members read and reported on ten books and attended 
a special film program for their final meeting. 


Mrs. MARGARET STEARNS is substituting in the Children's Division for Mrs, LYNNE 
SHIMAZU who is on maternity leave. She is in charge of the Bookmobile service, 
CAROL BRICE, Extension Librarian, returned the middle of September from a two month 
mainland trip, which included a cruise through the inland passage of Alaska. 
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HONOLULU COUNTY MEDICAL LIBRARY . . 1... 2 ee © eo © © © © © © oe ot oh e)«6Bthel Hill 


en 

Mrs. Hill attended the annual meeting (55th) of the MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 
* which was held at Hotel Statler in Los Angeles, 18-22 June. 260 librarians were pres- 
ve ent, and the program, built around the theme "Medicine Moves West" was most interest- 


eke ing. An entire day was spent at the new UCLA Medical Center, where the librarians 
heard about the application of atomic energy to biological and medical problems, and 


n= 
eau visited the Biomedical Library, An important matter of discussion was the establish- 
*} ment of the new National Library of Medicine in Washington, D. C., which will absorb 
and replace the Armed Forces Medical Library. 
ER 


After the meeting Mrs. Hill and five others flew down to Mexico City. Everyone 
had a wonderful time exploring interesting places in the city and surrounding areas, 
It was evident that great progress is being made throughout the entire country. Uni- 
versity City itself is a magnificent project, and the colorful and beautiful modern 
P library dominates the landscape there. Following that, a drive north along the coast 
highway with friends was most enjoyable. Mrs. Hill had a short visit with her family 
and friends in Portland and Seattle, and also visited several other medical libraries 
before returning home. 


ne KAUAI PUBLIC LIBRARY . . + e e . . . . “ € . + e 7 e e s . s o . . Mary’ M Spillner 


With the opening of three bowling alleys in the past year on Kauai and the re- 
sulting enthusiasm on the island for this "new" sport, it was a natural to choose 
. bowling as the theme for our children's summer reading contest. Three books per week 
ats for ten weeks, read and reported, was required. Real bowling score sheets donated by 
the bowling alleys were used to keep the records. At the end of the ten week period, 
its.| the children who had completed the requirements were invited to bowl at the Kauai 
Bowling Center or the Nawiliwili Bowl. On August 22, the children from Lihue. and 
Kapaa, accompanied by Mr. GAHRAN and Mrs. CADABONA of the Kapaa branch and Mrs. 
‘wO | CUNNINGHAM and Mr. TOKITA of the Lihue library, bowled for two hours at the Kauai 
Bowling Center. The children from Hanapepe and Waimea branches went to the Nawiliwili 
Bowl, and were accompanied by Mrs, GUSHIKUMA and Mrs. KAOHI of those branches. 59 
' children were eligible for the bowling party: Kapaa - 24, Lihue - 11, Hanapepe - ld, 
and Waimea - 10, 


ier Miss HELEN ZACHMAN, who had been extension librarian since 1953, left in June to 
L join the catalog department of the Drake University Library in Des Moines. This va- 
‘end cancy has not yet been filled. After nearly three years without a trained librarian 
sha, | at Hanapepe branch, we are happy to report the position now is filled by ELEANOR 

i- NISHITA, Eleanor, a Kauai girl, is a University of Hawaii graduate and took her 
library work at Syracuse University. She has had several years of experience in 
branches of the New York Public Library. 


Our BOOKMOBILE is off to a gay start for the new school year, having been just 
repainted a pale yellow with red lettering. The library will cooperate with the Moki- 
E hana Club, a woman's organization on Kauai, in sponsoring a book sale to be held at 
the club's meeting on October 3. The books which will come from the Honolulu Book- 
shops are to be selected by. ROBERT GAHRAN of our Kapaa branch. At the meeting Mr. 
GAHRAN will give brief reviews of the adult books, and THELMA HADLEY will do the same 
for juvenile books. 


On November 14 and 15 the COUNTY LIBRARIANS of the territory will hold their fall 
meeting on Kauai. The program planned includes visits to our branches, a discussion 
of the proposed set-up for a territorial library commission and its authority over the 
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county libraries, a tea for the visitors by the Board of the Kauai Public Library 
Association, and a dinner at Coco Palms. 


The FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY groups in all of our libraries continue to be very 
active. Among their plans for the future is the sponsoring of a workshop on high 
fidelity recording systems to be held at the Lihue Library in October, when the vari- 
ous hi-fi components will be compared and discussed for the interested public. New 
officers recently elected in the Friends organization are, for Lihue: the Reverend 
Miles Shishido, President; Roger Bartindale, Vice-President; Mrs. Wayne Ellis, Secre- 
tary; Dwight Cunningham, Treasurer; and for Waimea, the Reverem Glenn Fisk, Presi- 
dent; Mrs. George Eward, Vice-President; and Barbara Bidwell, Secretary-Treasurer,. 


The annual meeting of the KAUAI PUBLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION is to be held on 
October 16. Mrs. HADLEY, our head librarian, will present to the members the annual 
report of our activities for the past fiscal year, showing our gains which include 
increases in the number of books borrowed per capita from 8.1 to 10.15, in the per- 
cent of population served from 39.8 to 40%, and in the book collection per capita from 
1.59 volumes to 1.74, while during the same period.our cost per capita decreased from 
$3.05 to $2.85. 


LIBRARY OF HAWAI I + 7 * . o ° >» + . . - ° * s * e . . . ° 7. e o e e o e + Kay Kerr 


The Library Services Bill is passed, and Hawaii qualifies for aid, with the 
Library of Hawaii as the agency. Mrs. MABEL JACKSON, Chief Librarian, is going to 
Sacramento October 11-13 for a conference to discuss the bill, and work out procedures 
and policies, Island librarians are working on a new library law, to be presented to 
the Legislature, for a territory-wide library system. 


We have added two new LIBRARY AIDES for Kaimuki and Waikiki, making four. They 
are University graduates, following a course of professional reading and practical in- 
struction in library procedures. Some will probably go on to take library training. 


Department heads say reference work is increasing, while circulation records are 
being broken right and left. At Kaimuki Branch from 9 to 5 one day, a clerk and a 
librarian charged out 1400 books, plus heavy floor work. Then in four hours one 
Saturday morning the Edna Allyn Children's Room at Main, with a little more staff, is- 
sued 1100 books. 


There has been an unusual staff turnover this year, even for these days of good 
times and plentiful jobs. The Catalog Department has been operating for some time on 
1 1/2 catalogers, with 3 professional vacancies. Inside one year, the Main Adult 
Division had 13 new appointments, 12 resignations, 4 transfers, 1 maternity leave -- 
making 30 changes in a total staff of 33 1/2 persons. Orientation is continuous. 
Moreover, of the 8 Main Adult Section heads, 4 were new this year. 


Some of the changes: BILL and PATTY CAMPBELL left for Los Angeles State College 
where Bill will work while Patty keeps house,.. DANIEL DICKINSON has taken over Bill's 
job as Periodical and Film Librarian, HAIDEE BINNS of New York City is coming to 
Edna Allyn Room; LURENE GREER to Wahiawa Branch. OI-YUNG CHOW's place as Order Head 
was filled by her sister, FLORENCE MENG. MEI-JEAN WONG came to Kaimuki Branch, ELAINE 
CROWE took over as Head of Loan. The Art and Music Section has just spread the red 
carpet for our old friend, MARION McDERMOTT, who returns as its Head, 
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After 26 years at the library, EVA BOYD retired this August as Head of the Art 
and Music Section. She inaugurated many innovations, including the very popular 
record-rental service, a practice piano, and the collection of an impressive library 
of musical scores. The record-listening service was her brain-child too, and one of 
her biggest disappointments came when this service had to be discontinued for lack of 
funds and staff. Not only the staff of the Library, but her many friends among pro- 
fessional musicians, school students and civic groups who received help from her 
through the years will miss Eva Boyd. She is now on the Mainland visiting relatives 
and friends, getting a much needed rest, 


In July, before she left, the LIBRARY OF HAWAII STAFF ASSOCIATION gave her a 
farewell tea at Waikiki Branch. Old and new staff members and friends were greeted 
by Eva in glamorous white embroidered silk, and went on to tea and orchids etcetera. 
For a program, Eva's own article, "They Shall Have Music" in the last HLA Journal 
served as basis for a musical skit by the staff. Plus such extras as a 1929 Jazz Age 
Prologue, with Bootlegger, Flaming Youths, Flappers, and the Charleston danced by the 
Campbells. Eva's adventures in bringing music to Honolulu were dramatized, along 
with apocryphal incidents like VIOLET SILVERMAN playing Lady Macbeth offstage as well 
as on till cured by music therapy. At the end, YVONNE SMITH, who played Eva Boyd, 
went down the aisle to fetch the real Eva to the stage for gifts and a well earned 
tribute. 


SECONDARY SCHOOL LIBRARIES ......2+s-+ve-++-e-0ee¢v+e-ee- « Margaret Lawrence 


The Honolulu Secondary School Librarians met on Wednesday, September 26, to 
elect new officers and plan for the year. Miss HELEN SAITO, Kalakaua Intermediate 
School, is the new Chairman and Mrs. MATHILDA TAMURA, Stevenson Intermediate, is the 
Secretary. The next meeting will be a joint one with the Elementary School Librarians 
at the University High School with Dr. Richard Alm bringing the librarians up to date 


on the Book Fair. 


CHOW LOY TOM is on leave this year from Kaimuki High School Library to serve as 
librarian of the University High Laboratory School Library, University of Illinois. 
Her position is being filled by MISS RACHEL PETERSON. FLORA SCOTT has returned to 
Honolulu after a year spent as librarian in an Army high school in Germany. She is 
now librarian at Dole Intermediate School. HELEN BOWN of Roosevelt attended summer 
session at the University of Washington Library School in Seattle. 


UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII LIBRARY . . 2.1. 2 2 2 6 oe © we © © © © © © oo oe he) 6CAlme Franklin 


On May 4 the library was officially named the GREGG M. SINCLAIR LIBRARY after 
the former president of the university. President J. E. Wallace Sterling of Stanford 
was the guest speaker at the dedication ceremony held in the reference room, Our 
lobby has been enhanced by the addition of an oil painting by Keichi Kimura which was 
purchased by the Honolulu Junior Chamber of Commerce and given to the library. The 
abstract painting, "Sawdust Cones With Incinerator", won first place honors at the 
1955 49th State Fair. Another lobby attraction is the Cornell University development 
plan for Waikiki which is on loan for several months. In September two new members 
were added to the staff. Mrs. OI-YUNG CHOW, who was formerly with the Library of 
Hawaii, is now the head of the circulation department, Mrs. CLAIR GARDNER is the 
first assistant at the circulation desk. She is a graduate of Columbia University 
Library School and was formerly an Armed Services librarian in Japan, 











Anyone walking through the U. of H. Library. on Fridays will notice that. the 
librarians no longer walk sedately through the rooms. A new step has been introduced 
- the four step. First, they start out on their right foot and take two steps; on the 
third step they swing their right arm back; on the fourth they bend low and swing 
their right arm forward. No, this is not in preparation for a Friday jam session but 
for the Friday bowling game. 


The bowling team is composed of librarians and clericals. The librarians are: 
from government documents "Butter Fingers" CHONG; from the order department "Bowl ‘em 
Over" OZAKI; and from the catalog department "Striker" SUGIMOTO, "Gutter" FRANKLIN, 
and "Turk" HAGIWARA. (For the benefit of nonbowlers "turkey" means three strikes in 
a row in bowling cant.) There is hope of adding another librarian to the team - "Hit 
The Pin Boy" CORREA from the Serials Department. 


INVITATION TO READ 


by Richard S. Alm 
Director of the Reading Clinic, University of Hawaii 


Books here = books there - picture books and story books everywhere. Dozens of 
books, hundreds of books, exhibits and exhibits and exhibits of books. Not millions 
of books but 1500 will be at the FESTIVAL OF BOOKS - 1956, Honolulu Academy of Arts, 
November 3 - 18, This is the first such event in the Hawaiian Islands. It is one of 
ten major book fairs in the country this year under the sponsorship of the Children's 
Book Council of New York City. 


Major attention at the fair will be focused on the books displayed on tables and 
racks for visitors - children and adults - to see, handle, and read. Books will be 
grouped in ten categories: Fairy and Folk Tales - Ilyths - Legends; Picture Books; 
Stories; Teen-Age Fiction; Animals - Fact and Fiction; Nature - Science; People and 
Places - Biography, History, Geography; Poetry; Art, Music, Religion; Sports - Fact 
and Fiction; Information, Please! 


Great variety distinguishes the collection. There are such old favorites as 
LASSIE COME HOME, PADDLE TO THE SEA, and HOMER PRICE. Among the many children's 
classics are ROBIN HOOD, THE WIZARD OF 0Z, JOHNNY TREMAIN, THE UGLY DUCKLING, ALICE 
IN WONDERLAND, THE WIND IN THE ‘WILLOWS. Favorite authors are represented: Marguerite 
deAngeli, Dr. Seuss, Mary Stolz, Virginia Lee Burton. There are hundreds of new 
titles, including, coincidently, five biographies of Wyatt Earp. Four sets of ency- 
clopedias and a great many informational books will be in the exhibit too. 


The books range in appeal from pre-school to high school level and all ages will 
be invited to the exhibit. School groups will visit the Academy during the day for 
one-hour visits. During the two weeks about eight thousand youngsters will attend 
during school hours. In addition, boys and girls will be urged, through such groups 
as the Scouts and PTA's, to attend in the afternoon and on the weekends. During the 
school visits, each hour of browsing will be concluded - if plans materialize - by 
story time, a puppet show, a book talk, or some other related activity. 


The Academy is breaking precedent by staying open four evenings each week to al- 
low parents, teachers, and other interested adults greater opportunity to attend. 
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(Tuesday through Friday, 7:00 to 9:30 p.m.) During the day, Tuesday through Friday, 
the fair will be open to the public from 10:00 a.m, (8:00 a.m. for school groups) to 
4:30 p.m. The Academy will be open Saturday and Sunday afternoons. On Mondays it 
will be closed to the public but open to regularly-scheduled school groups. 


Children who visit the fair will be given a small leaflet in which to jot down 
the titles of books they wish to read later, Each will receive, too, a Newbery- 
Caldecott bookmark and have a chance to win his favorite book at the fair. A drawing 
will be held at the close of each day and a copy of the winner's choice will be 
ordered and mailed to him later. For adult visitors lists of the books on exhibit 
will be available. 


Several special exhibits will be displayed in the smaller gallery in the Educa- 
tion Wing of the Academy. An exhibit of books about Hawaii and books written by 
people in Hawaii will draw special attention. Examples are Thomas D. Murphy's 
AMBASSADORS IN ARMS and Nancy Webb's and Jean Francis Webb's THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS, 
The alcove will be transformed into a TREASURE ISLAND scene. Other special exhibits 
include one on the production of a book from manuscript to finished product, one on 
bookbinding, and one on the work of Charlot. Of special interests to teachers, 
librarians, and parents will be a display of.booklists from such groups as American 
Library Association, National Council of Teachers of English, and Association for 
Childhood Education International. 


The FESTIVAL OF BOOKS has been organized by the Hawaii Council of Teachers of 
English, the Honolulu Advertiser, and the Academy of Arts. In addition to the Hawaii 
Library Association, fifteen other groups are co-sponsors of the event: Library of 
Hawaii, Department of Public Instruction, American Association of University Women - 
Honolulu Branch, Association for Childhood Education - Oahu Branch, Catholic School 
Department, Friends of the Library, Hanahauoli School, Hawaii Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, Hawaii Federation of Women's Clubs, Honolulu Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
Iolani School, Kamehameha Schools, Laboratory Schools - University of Hawaii, Punahou 
School, Reading Clinic - University of Hawaii, and Zonta Club of Honolulu. The co- 
sponsoring groups are contributing the time and talent of their members as well as 
helping financially. 


Many committees, drawn from the twenty groups, are directing the preparations for 
the fair. Dr. Richard S. Alm is general chairman, hirs. Howard de Vis-Norton, Director 
of the Educational Department at the Academy, and Mr. Gerald B. Burtnett, Director of 
Community Services for the Advertiser, represent the other sponsors in planning. Mr. 
Louis Pohl, well-known Island artist, instructor at Kamehameha Preparatory Department 
and Advertiser cartoonist - "School Daze", is Art Director of the Festival. The com- 
mittee chairmen are as follows: authors and illustrators, Mrs. C. J. Birnie and Miss 
Margaret Lawrence; book arrangements, Mrs. Richard Hazama and Mrs. Michael Kaauamo; 
finance, Miss Itsuko Sueoka and Mr. Lee Thomas; guides, Mrs. Joseph F. Hanning and 
Mrs, Catherine Perkins; information, Miss Carolyn Balsbaugh and Miss Suzanne Starr; 
preview-reception, Miss Hannah Lou Bennett and Mrs. David Cooper; printing, Mrs. Kum 
Pui Lai; promotion, Mrs. Lorraine Fitzsimmons and Mrs. C. W. Winstedt; publicity, 

Dr, Thelma McIntosh; school art, Mrs. Lurene Van Piera; school relations, Dr. Lawrence 
Kasdon; special events, Miss Carolyn Crawford and Miss Susan Taylor; special exhibits, 


Miss Harriet Johnson. 


Many special events are being planned. A preview-reception will be held at the 
Academy Friday evening, November 2, for officers of co-sponsoring organizations, the 
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book fair committees, and civic officials. Honored guests will be local writers and 
illustrators of books for young readers, including Jean Charlot, the most famous of 
the children's writers and illustrators in Hawaii. To be invited are two authors of 
new books about Hawaii; Mr. Edwin C. Rols' DOWN AND AWAY BELOW is just now off the 
press and Mr. Robert R. Harry, Sr.'s ISLAND BOY is expected from New York momentarily. 


On Sunday, November 4, the Honolulu Advertiser will print a special supplement 
of books for young readers. It is the first such supplement to be published in the 
Islands and will contain articles about children's books, writers, and illustrators. 





When the Honolulu Festival closes, the books will be packed and shipped to the 
Hawaii County Library in Hilo. The book fair there will be open for two weeks begin- 
ning November 26. Mrs. James H. Case is chairman of the Hilo committee. Arrangements 
for the fair were made by Mrs. Lorna Desha, Field Assistant, DPI; Mrs. Helen VWillocks, 
Head Librarian, and Miss Margaret Gray, Children's Librarian, Hawaii County Library, 


The books will be returned to Honolulu and a committee will then distribute them 
among charitable organizations or groups working with children but without book bud- 
gets. Suggestions of such groups may be sent to the general chairman, 


In the July 30, 1956 issue of Publishers' Weekly, an article by Miss Lucy 
Tompkins, Executive Secretary of Children's Book Council, described the Honolulu fair 
in some detail. Appearing in the magazine, too, was a picture of several of the key 
figures who are planning the fair. 


November, opening with the Festival of Books and closing with National Book Week, 
should be a memorable month for Hawaii. Through the efforts of hundreds of people 
working on the Islands' first book fair, thousands of others - boys and girls and 
adults - will be introduced to the wonderful world of books for young readers. Such 
an introduction should be exciting for the readers themselves and stimulating for all 
who work with children and books, 


MALIHINI IN MIAMI 


by Lucille K. Berg 
Head, Maui Free County Library 


The hotels were fabulous - the meetings unusually good at ALA this year, I 
thought. The five general sessions, planned by divisions as well as the Association, 
gave all of us a chance to hear good speakers and panel discussions without feeling 
that we were missing important meetings of other sections. 


I particularly enjoyed the spirited discussion on the NOTABLE BOOKS Panel which 
followed Louise Hall Tharp's talk on "The Case for Notable Books". She says she knows 
people read the notable books because she never can find them on library shelves. But 
the panel members felt that the word "notable" is vague: notable for what? notable 
for whom? They agreed that the list should be humanized: eliminate stu: finess, don't 
pass up a good book as being too slight; include more humor, poetry and fiction. 
"Fiction can say more than a factual book," one member declared, and cited THE LAST 
HURRAH as the best book on politics. Conclusion: it is readers that make a book 
notable, 
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Perhaps the most publicized speaker, outside of the Honorable Frank G. Clement, 
Governor of Tennessee, was Jessamyn West who spoke at the third general session, And 
justly so. Tall, green-eyed and freckled, she is a dramatic speaker who uses provo- 
cative phrases to tell her story. It is her personal story which she sums up as 
"yeading, writing and writhing". Incidentally, Jessamyn West is her real name. "It's 
the name my mother gave me, Just my good luck that it turned into such a good pen 
name," 


For pure pleasure you can't beat the Children's Section: they had their special 
meetings in the most beautiful rooms at Miami Beach's newest hotel, and their programs 
were absolutely charming. I managed to get into two sessions of the Story Telling 
Festival (the seating was very limited) and was privileged to hear such masters as 
Frances Clarke Sayers and Eileen Colwell of England spin tales in an Arabian Nights 
setting. 


I had a ringside seat at the Newbery-Caldecott Dinner where Jean Lee Latham 
surprised us with her husky voice and dynamic speech; she's a small person, you know, 
And Mr. Rojankovsky - he charmed us with his sincerity and wit though he finds it 
hard to express himself in words, especially English words. 


There was great excitement at ALA after President Richards announced that the 
Library Services Act had just been signed by President Eisenhower. And, of course, 
much discussion centered around plans and problems posed by the Act. Incoming Presi- 
dent Ralph Shaw said, "Since this is an emergency situation, qualified people will 
have to be released from their present duties if the program is to succeed. This 
could be done at once if libraries would adjust their procedures to confine clerical 
and subprofessional functions to clerical and subprofessional staff members," 


The adoption of revised STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES was welcomed by all 
librarians. ... For me the 1956 ALA Conference was satisfying - but oh, so exhausting, 
physically and financially, that I don't know if I can stand another! 


THE LIBERRY TEACHERS 


by Carolyn Crawford 
Assistant Professor of Education, University of Hawaii 


"Tell about your work!" When the editor made the suggestion the first reaction 
was "Oh, no, it's enough to do it without writing about it!" Then as the 10th anni- 
versary of the reorganization of our program was approaching, this seemed to be a 
good time to do a little evaluating. Library science courses for teachers were given 
at the University of Hawaii summer session for many years, beginning in 1929. From 
1933 a series of courses was given, leading to a minor in library science, until they 
were discontinued with the outbreak of World War II. After the war it was felt the 
program should be resumed and expanded. Planning for this was done by the Subcommit- 
tee of the Teacher-Education Coordination Committee. Under the chairmansaip of Miss 
Ida Wilson the work was done by representatives from the Library of Hawaii, the Hawaii 
Library Association, the Department of Public Instruction and the University of Hawaii. 


In the fall of 1947 Mrs. Cynthia Geiser, who had taught the courses before the 
war, and I reactivated the program. The purpose of giving some work in library science 
at the local university has continued to be to provide teachers with this background 
in addition to another teaching field. 
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It has been impossible for enough people to go to mainland library schools to 
meet the needs of our large school system; so our program has been designed primarily 
to fill needs of the local public schools. We have an increasing number of requests 
from private schools, public and special libraries which need assistants or library 
aides. Of necessity, because of our small staff and the larger number of librarians 
needed in the public schools, such requests can seldom be filled. When it is possible 
to recommend people we are pleased to do so, 


Our program is an integral part of the Teachers College curriculum so that per- 
sons who follow through with all the courses and internship must be Teachers College 
students. However, after personal interviews, we admit students from other colleges 
to take only one or two courses since most of our work is so sharply geared to the 
situation in the DPI. If someone proves to have aptitude for library work and is in- 
terested in library school, we usually recommend that he take courses to give as wide 
a background as possible, rather than concentrating on undergraduate library courses, 
We have counseled many of these students not only regarding course work but also in 
selection of a library school, 


It is one of our greatest satisfactions to be told by an employer that " rs 


is one of the most promising young librarians we have had". This is happening more 
and more frequently. In addition, I was told the same thing a number of times during 
my year on the mainland regarding some of our students who have found mainland posi- 
tions challenging. 


What of the students who follow our entire program and of what does that program 
consist? As indicated, it is part of the Teachers College program which means stud- 
ents must meet all the requirements for entrance and compiete all prerequisites for 
graduation. In the past this has been no easy task, for our standards were unusually 
high compared to other colleges here and to other teacher-education institutions. 


When a student indicates an interest in the library field or is urged into it by 
an advisor he must also choose the age level with which he hopes to work. For the 
first time this past year one of our students fulfilled the requirements for teaching 
at both the secondary and elementary level (he won honors also). If a student is in- 
terested in the elementary school he takes library classes in addition to the other 
required courses in the regular elementary curriculum with some adjustments in sched- 
uling to care for working in the extra courses. If a student plans to work with older 
students he chooses library science as one of the two "teaching fields" for which he 
prepares. There have been many different combinations of teaching fields, including 
music, English, social studies, drama, and home economics. Some graduates are as~ 
signed to a library and also to teach some classes; however, in the past few years we 
have had practically no cases of this kind since the need for librarians have in- 
creased. 


In our present program we are set up to give the academic courses to an almost 
unlimited number of students, but financially we can give to only four each year the 
final experience of internship in the library. Since 1953 we have had a number of 
people assigned to do practice teaching in the library. 17 credit hours of academic 
work are offered in library science and students are required to take in addition two 
courses which carry education credit: Literature for the Elementary School, and 
Adolescent Literature. The DPI endorses the certificate of our graduates "for library 
upon completion of only 12 credit.hours. The courses given for these 12 "basic" 
credits are in administration, book selection and reading guidance, and cataloging. 
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The first course taken by any student (and most often the one elected by people who 


ly are not Teachers College students) is called Library Participation and has become all 

S things to all people. Through it we give some students their first experiences in 
looking up reference materials for others or in making bibliographies. It is an 

Ss opportunity for a person to "taste" library work and gives us an idea of his aptitude 

ble for the work. With some people we arrange to have experiences other than in school 


libraries or to visit special libraries or many types of libraries. The course is 
also used as a laboratory for students taking administration or book selection courses 
at the same time. It's a class in which we hope students will have some "fun" as well 


e as finding out that library work isn't just checking out books across a desk, 
s 

Probably the other academic courses mentioned need no explanation but the intern 
n- program often provokes questions, It takes five years to complete Teachers College 
de and one semester of the fifth year is an experience under supervision known as intern- 
S. ing, for which the student is paid. In the case of the library intern, his experience 


is in the University High School or the University Elementary School library and he 
is paid by the University. So far as possible our interns are given responsibilities 
which will prepare them to take over in a school library situation with confidence. 

" It is still considered a learning experience for them and we try to fill in obvious 
gaps which the individual shows either in knowledge or experience. For instance, one 
ng person may need more practice in cataloging, while another needs most to work with 

a groups of children in sharing books, story-telling, etc. 


The laboratory for these interns has been improved during the past year to the 
am extent that we now have two libraries planned for meeting the needs of the program. 
“ The University Elementary School Library, with an excellent collection of materials, 
plays a vital role in the school, developed under Mrs. Geiser's leadership over many 
ly years. The University High School Library has just been re-settled in permanent 
quarters where space is provided for the library science materials as well as for 

b practice work; the collection still needs many additions because it has not kept up 
J with the rapid growth of the school in all areas, We would be happy to have inter- 
ested librarians visit us at any time. 


ng 

ail In addition to the course work given we have worked closely with the DPI. For 

| many years Mrs. Geiser was advisor. to the Elementary School Librarians Committee. 

d- Other types of consultation service have been given to teacher-librarians, principals 

der and other administrators. Also in close cooperation with the Department several 

os manuals have been published as well as purchasing aids and material on standardization 

of equipment, etc. 

we Our library science program has been worked out over a long period of years with 
the local needs in mind. We are often asked why an attempt is not made to establish 
a library school at the university. When such people as Nora Beust from the U. S. 
Office of Education or various directors of library schools have asked that question 

it is sometimes difficult to answer without giving a lecture on the total library 

- situation in the islands. Students ask the question too. For them we use the con- 

| ventional reasons for not having other professional schools here. Perhaps we do need 

C to think in terms of occasional summer session sponsored by an accredited library 

WO school, the Hawaii Library Association and the University of Hawaii. 

vary" Certainly we need ‘to be alert to changing patterns in the ways in which island 


students get library education, to the ways in which their needs are met and to the 
ways in which they, in turn, meet the needs of island libraries, It is in this 
respect that we at the University are especially interested in the help and suggestions 
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of in-service librarians. Moreover, the librarian in the field who is working with 
pages or young assistants is the greatest recruiter in existence. Your Recruiting or 
Membership Committee can have countless teas and show every existing come-hither film 
to gain prospects and still not have the effect that several really enthusiastic 
librarians may have in recruiting new people to the profession. You have read this 
statement many times but we have observed it over and over and wish that all profes- 
sional librarians in the territory would become self-appointed recruitment agents! 


We sometimes feel discouraged with certain aspects of our work and yet as 
teachers come from the mainland or when we visit there we have to recognize the fact 
that the school library situation here is better than in many places. There is much 
that we hope for in terms of better understanding on the part of school administratars 
of what librarians can do, given the opportunity. For instance, the need for super- 
visory positions in the DPI grows more acute as the number of new schools increases, 


Satisfactions come, as for all teachers, through seeing the growth and develop- 
ment of our students; over a period of time that can accumulate into something pretty 
big! It is fine to hear a graduate, just returned with an MALS, ask, "How can we 
school librarians become more professional-minded?" Then again, listening to a group 
of our newest graduates discuss the ways they are meeting very serious problems in 
imaginative and practical ways, we get the impetus to meet the next "batch of begin- 
ners", 


UP WITH LIBRARY POSTERS\* 


by Eloise Winstedt 
(Formerly of Extension Division, Library of Hawaii) 


While traveling across the Mainland this summer I was pleased to note that post- 
ers and exhibits still play an important part in libraries - I saw some beautiful 
examples in the New York Public Library and in the Library of Congress. In the main 
lobby of the New York Public Library was a fascinating exhibit on political campaigns, 
a subject we are all greatly interested in at the moment. And there was a charming 
exhibit of paintings by Paris school children in the Central Children's Room. At the 
Library of Congress, I enjoyed exhibitions on Woodrow Wilson, Bejamin Franklin, and 
Modern Art Influences on Printing Design, among others, as well as the famous perma- 
nent exhibits. 


Some librarians have expressed the opinion that posters and displays are a waste 
of time and effort. With this premise I cannot agree. Anything the librarian can do 
to increase the beauty of her library and stimulate its further use by the public is 
well worth the time spent on planning and executing the project. I have made - and 
enjoyed making - posters and displays for libraries for a good many years, and so it 
is a pleasure to set down here a few general principles of poster making, plus several 
things that I have learned from working with them, 


There are two distinct types of posters that we use in the library. One is the 
purely decorative poster, used to commemorate a holiday or special occasion == 
Christmas, Easter, Aloha Week or May Day. These posters are not intended to "sell" 
books to the public - they are purely and simply a form of decoration. The other type 
of poster is to advertise our product - books. Both types of posters are almost 
equally important. They add a touch of color, of personality, of attraction to a 





*A companion piece to the article in our last issue, "Down With Library Posters!" 
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library building - just as we all try to make our homes more charming by the use of 
curtains, paintings, flower arrangements and ceramics; just as those of us who are 
cooks try to "sell" our dinner menus to family and guests by setting a pretty table 
and serving the food attractively. 


In the actual making of a poster there are several things to keep in mind. First, 
the poster should be simple in design and execution. The over-elaborate poster is 
too time-consuming and frequently defeats its own purpose, 


Second, the poster should be colorful and eye-catching, because that's what it's 
for, to attract people's attention. 


Third, the posters should be changed fairly frequently - otherwise people won't 
look at them. It gives the library a stale look if the same poster is kept in place 
week in and week out. I feel quite strongly about this, and all the material on dis- 
play work that I have read makes guite a point of it. The consensus of opinion seems 
to be that two to four weeks is the longest you should keep a poster in use, 


Fourth, you should use as professional a technique as you possibly can in execut- 
ing the poster design. In short, try to avoid that "made by loving hands at home" 
look! The Mittens Display Letters, which most libraries have on hand, give a far 
more finished effect than the average hand-lettering. And the use of staplers is a 
vast improvement - the staples make a much neater looking poster than an assortment 
of rusty thumb tacks stuck in here and there. And while on the subject of the actual 
physical appearance of the poster, may I emphasize that neatness is most essential. 
The lettering, for instance, should be straight. It is not always easy to make those 
little Mittens letters march in a straight line - but it is helpful if you pencil in 
a guide line with your ruler. The paper or background material you use should ex- 
actly fit your display board, with no bare spaces left around the edges. 





Those are the main essentials of poster making. Now for a few "problems" that 
people have mentioned. There are a good many complaints about poster paper fading 
rapidly. Of course, it does - especially here in Hawaii's sunny climate - even far 
more expensive materials would fade under the same circumstances. So, if it's at all 
possible in your library arrangement to keep your posters away from direct sunlight, 
it would help to solve this problem. And also, as I mentioned earlier - if you don't 
keep your posters up too long they won't fade too much, 


Some of us have experimented with shelf paper and gift wrap papers. These have 
some advantages - mainly, they won't fade as rapidly. A rather serious disadvantage 
of shelf paper is the high, glossy finish - it reflects light off the poster into the 
viewer's eyes, making it difficult to see the thing. Also, the color range is rather 
limited. Poster paper comes in a more subtle range of colors, and the dull finish is 
easier on the eyes. Some of the shelf papers and almost all of the gift wrap papers 
have a very "busy" design which can detract from your poster, in many cases. However, 
they are well worth experimenting with and can be used most effectively at times. I 
would like to see more posters made with fabrics - burlap, which comes in all sorts of 
intriguing colors, abaca cloth, felt. All of these are more expensive, initially, 
than paper. But they can be used and re-used, since the display letter pins do not 
mark them permanently as they do with paper. In fact, with a little ingenuity, there 
are all sorts of background materials that can be used in making good-looking posters. 
Dimensional effects can be achieved by the use of shells, driftwood, beach glass, 
small toys, party favors, dried plants and all manner of things. And we have also, 


=-20- 


XUM 








here in Hawaii, a perfect opportunity to combine posters with flower arrangements, But 
there has to be a tie-in between the poster and the arrangement - some relationship 
in color, feeling or line. A perfectly beautiful arrangement can ruin a perfectly 
good poster, and vice versa, if they don't happen to-"fit" together, 


People often complain of the time element involved. Understaffed libraries just 
don't have enough time for all the jobs that have to be done. One suggestion is this 
- when you set aside some time to make a poster, make several. More than you need 
right at the moment. It saves assembly time - papers, scissors, paste, paper cutter, 
pictures - everything you need to work with is right at hand. And also, you are in 
the "notion" as well as the "motion" of making them, It is easier to keep on making 
them than to try to get all the materials out and get back into the mood again later, 
It is a boon, when your poster gets "stale" and needs to be replaced to have some, 
ready and waiting in the cupboard. A further suggestion - try not to think of poster 
making as a Chore, capital C. Select a theme or idea that appeals to you, and you 
will find that you will enjoy working it out and that people will enjoy looking at it. 
Some of the feeling that you have for it seems to come through, 


There are probably many things about poster making that have been left out of 
this article - many things I have still to learn on the subject. But I hope that what 
I have learned and mentioned here will be helpful. And if so - up with those posters! 


ALOHA NUI LOA PAU AOLE* 


by Clare Murdoch 
Hawaiian Room Assistant and Cataloger, Library of Hawaii 


At the end of October a librarian, who has long been a familiar part of the 
Hawaiiana scene and whose roots are deep in Hawaii, retires. Violet Silverman was 
born in Hilo, the daughter of Herbert Clark and Marian Austin. Her father was tax 
assessor and collector for the island of Hawaii and bookkeeper for Hawi Plantation. 
He was the grandson of the Rev. Ephraim VW. Clark who came to Hawaii in 1828 as a 
missionary for American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 


Violet was one of six children evenly divided between boys and girls. She at- 
tended Punahou, starting in the Preparatory School in 1900, That is when Hawaii really 
started operating as a territory of the United States. After attending Western Re- 
serve Library School, she returned to Punahou as an assistant librarian. There she 
met an English teacher named Arthur Silverman and in 1918 they were married. Ten 
years and five children later, Violet became librarian for the Hawaiian Mission Chile 
drens. Society. This lasted till 1937, though in 1934 she also became secretary to the 
society. 


On March 1, 1937 Violet became assistant to Miss Caroline Green, Hawaiian li- 
brarian at the Library of Hawaii. When Miss Green retired in 1939, Violet became the 
head of the Hawaii and the Pacific Section of the Library of Hawaii which position she 
held for seventeen years. She was also librarian for the Hawaiian Historical Society 
until 1950 when it moved from its quarters in the Library of Hawaii into its own build- 
ing. 





*Means "Love very much finish never", or Everlasting Aloha, 
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at Violet has been president of the Hawaii Library Association and Chairman of the 
HLA Hawaiiana Section many times. She has served as president of the Staff Associa- 
tion of the Library of Hawaii and in other capacities. 


The foregoing adds up to a long and honorable career but somehow misses the fun, 


st the exasperation, the achievements, the hard work, the life of it all. The long and 
LS patient searches through old newspapers for obscure facts. The grateful letters from 
aspiring authors who have been helped - sometimes accompanied by gift copies of book, 
ry magazine or pamphlet. The time the Hawaiian room moved from between Reference and 
Childrens to its new Ewa-mauka corner room and the Friends of the Library celebrated 
f by hanging palm blossoms from the top of the locked cases so that none of the doors 
i would open. The postcards and letters that still arrive from World War II servicemen 


announcing a marriage, a baby or just sending greetings. 


As a librarian, patience, kindness, persistence, cooperativeness rate high among 
it. Violet's qualities. Patrons who are often in and out of the Hawaiian Room do not 
usually take time to express appreciation in words but they express it in their atti- 
tude. A friendliness and confidence that is a reflection of the treatment they re- 
ceive. Those who have been away a while express their feelings more obviously and the 
_ delight with which they come in just to say hello gives ample proof of the friends 

"Ss Violet has won for herself and the library. People who work under Violet appreciate 
her kindness and helpfulness and the encouragement given new ideas and projects. 


Violet will be missed in the library world though we expect her to keep in touch 
and not drop us completely. Violet herself we are sure will be very busy with her 
home in Pyohala Village, her nine grandchildren, choir singing with Windward Central 
Union, Zonta Club and numerous other activities. All our best wishes go with her. 
Aloha nui loa pau aole, 


AROUND THE WORLD IN NINETY-TWO DAYS 


by Alice Covell 
Librarian In Charge, Edna Allyn Room, Library of Hawaii 


1 It all began when a small inheritance came my way from Grandmother Covell's 

J estate. It was just enough, plus all my savings, to finance an old and seemingly 
| never-to-be-realized dream of going to Europe. Found a friend, Mary Oh, who also 
wented to make such a trip. We learned that it would cost so little more to go one 
way through the Orient that we decided to afford it. Thus our trip around the world 
came into being. 


We had quite a variety of adventures. Everything from standing shivering at the 
top of the Jungfraujoch, able to see nothing but swirling sleet and mist and icicles 
blown horizontal by the wind - to sipping hot mint tea in the shop of an Arab merchant 
- in Jerusalem. Since it is impossible to describe everything in a short space, I'll 


°F begin at the beginning and get as far as I can, 
1d- We reached Haneda Airport in the rain on the morning of June 3rd. Marion Mc- 


Dermott was waving energetically from the platform and beside her stood elderly Oshizu 
Sen who had worked for us for-ten years when I lived in Yokohama as a child. In her 
crits was a huge bouquet of flowers. Marion went with Mary and me for four days in 
Xyoto, Nara and Gifu. Have never been so tempted to spend money as I was in Kyoto. 
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The silks, woodblock prints, fans, damascene jewelry to mention only a few items, 
were nearly irresistible. We bought strawberries one day, but Marion, well indoc- 
trinated with the dangers of eating raw foods in Japan, had us wash them well in Tide 
soap first. Once rinsed, they were quite good! In Gifu we had great fun taking a 
bath at the Japanese hotel. After some sukiyaki cooked and served in our room, we 
rolled up the legs of our pajamas and splendidly arrayed in kimonos, haori coats and 
geta, went to see the cormorant fishing by boat. 


Hong Kong was hot and humid. Our visit to Aberdeen Harbor happend to coincide 
with the Dragon Boat races, a yearly festival for the fishermen. Informed that a 
swim on Dragon Boat day insures good luck the rest of the year, we went on to Repulse 
Bay and spent the rest of the afternoon in the water. le also saw the opening of the 
Southeast Asia Film Festival at the Peninsula Hotel. The cream of Asian movie stars 
was there in exotic, colorful costumes, 


Bangkok was even hotter and more humid than Hong Kong. te could hardly get our 
clothes off at night, they stuck so tight. A girl from the YW volunteered to guide 
us through many of the lovely temples. Most enjoyable of all was an early morning 
motor launch trip through the floating markets in the canal section of Bangkok - the 
"Venice of the East". 


New Delhi was the hottest of all. After one stifling night in our YW room we 
did like the rest and moved our beds outdoors. That first morning at 6:00 A.M. as we 
lay sprawled on our beds just half awake we were startled to see an Indian man quietly 
enter with steaming tea pot and cups. He seemed not to notice our frantic efforts to 
cover up a little, The Taj Mahal lived up to its famous beauty. Iiy appreciation of 
the place was somewhat marred by the many so-called "official guides" who hounded us 
for. tips when we so much as passed through the door where one might be standing. The 
123-mile ride through Indian countryside to Agra was fascinating, though we had to 
start at 4:20 A.M. to get it all in in one day. Included in that trip was the huge 
redstone tomb of Akbar and the ancient, deserted palace where he reigned, Fatehpur 
Sikri. 

Cairo was decorated from end to end. The British had evacuated the day before 
we arrived and the whole city was celebrating. Crowds of fun-seekers milled through 
the streets each night. We took several after-dark walks along the Nile with some 
Moslem girls from the Y. They translated overheard comments - most passersby thought 
Mary was Chinese (she's of Korean ancestry) and I, French. The long (supposedly 
twelve but actually fifteen hours by the pokiest train on earth) ride to Luxor at the 
southern end of the Nile was something I wouldn't have missed. Our elderly, umbrélla- 
toting guide informed us right away that we couldn't have chosen a hotter time to 
come. Being off-season had its compensations though. {Je were just about the only 
ones around the ruins of Karnak and the Valley of Kings. Four waiters in long robes 
and turbans gave us excellent service in the hotel dining room. There were only eight 
guests in the entire hotel which outshone the Royal for plushiness (the humbler one 
we'd paid for was being repaired). Back in Cairo we took the bus to the end of the 
line, then started hiking up a sandy road to see the pyramids. Finally resorted to 
camels. One word of advice to prospective camel riders: be sure to hold on when the 
animal rises and later when he kneels. Nearly landed on my head both times. As for 
the Pyramids and the Sphinx, they look exactly as they do in pictures. 


The most memorable thing about Beirut was the leather-lunged muezzin who, at 
4:00 A.M. each morning howled his call to prayers from a minaret just across the 
street. He used a P.A. system too! Two days in Jerusalem wasn't nearly enough time 
though we were on the go constantly, including a dance at a hotel-opening in nearby 
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Ramallah to which our dashing (but not very handsome) 6'4" Arab guide and a friend 
escorted us. From our rooftop rooms at the Y we could clearly see the Arab Legion- 
aires guarding the Arab-Israel border just fifty yards away. 


Highlight of our stay in Athens was a chance to see two young people who as 
children had been adopted under the Foster Parent's Plan by two groups to which I be- 
long. Fortunately they lived quite near each other in the suburb of Piraeus. Michael, 
the Library of Hawaii foster child, was tall, slender and very shy. His mother in 
typical Greek fashion talked a great deal - mostly about Michael and the family, all 
of which was interesting to us. Ecatarini we finally located in the basement garment 
factory where she had recently started working. She had classic features and long 
auburn hair - and was immensely flattered to have her picture taken, 


It wasn't until I'd been in Italy for a while that I realized why so many travel- 
ers prefer it to any other European country. Not only is the land itself beautiful - 
the people have a quality of warmness and humanness that is particularly Italian. It 
was easy to strike up friendships along the way. Capri, despite the crowds of tourists, 
was sunny and beautiful. The water was the clearest I've ever seen. Rocks ten feet 
down could be seen in detail. We ached to go swimming, but there was too much else- to 
do. Our hotel high in Anacapri, the San Michele, commanded a wide view of town, harbor 
and ocean. Ex-King Farouk was at the Caesar Augustus just across the way, but we 
missed seeing him. We did swim at Sorrento, from a pier at the bottom of the cliff on 
which our hotel was located. Reached it through a long, steep stairway tunneled through 
the front of the cliff. 


After several days of intensive sightseeing in Florence we decided the only sat- 
isfactory way to see that city, so rich in art of all types, would be to live there. 
ile had no trouble picking the ideal spot, a spacious villa near Fiesole. Just walking 
through the streets was completely satisfying. It seemed little changed from what it 
must have been like in the days of the Medicis. 


Though we stopped at Lugano in Switzerland, we spent the bulk of our time in 
Lucerne. Our hotel was ancient and very Swiss with a labyrinth of narrow halls and 
spiral staircases. On our beds were huge puffy quilts that just covered the top and 
were inclosed in white cases. The beds had only a bottom sheet, pillow and this quilt. 
It must have been used all year around, being especially suitable for winter. Since 
there was no lighter covering the only solution I could find was to sleep half under 
and half out. It usually slid partly to the floor during the night anyway. We 
"climbed" two mountains using Lucerne as home base. First was Mt. Pilatus that domi- 
nated the landscape behind the city. It was reached by an enjoyable boat ride around 
the shore of Lake Lucerne, then a ride on the steepest cable car track in the world. 
The wildflowers in those high alpine meadows made great splashes of vivid color. Cows 
wore those huge cowbells which I'd thought were nowadays found only as trinkets for 
tourists. It was warm there and we peeled off layers of sweaters -- but the Jungfrau 
was a different story, we were thankful for every stitch. Terrible weather, no view. 


There isn't space to say much more. We went on to Innsbruck, Salzburg, Vienna, 
Stuttgart, Wiesbaden. Down the Rhine to Cologne, on to Copenhagen, Stockholm, and Oslo, 
down to Paris, up to London, then home via New York and Los Angeles. Throughout our 
trip we met with nothing but friendliness and courtesy. Both in Cairo and Istanbul a 
man went out of his way to show us where to go. By traveling 2d class on trains we met 
many Europeans. The compartments in European trains are conducive to striking up ac- 
quaintances, though we felt like ignoramuses when so many spoke English and other 
languages... The trip cost about $2700, It was priceless in intangible values. If you 
have a yen to travel, save your pennies and GO! You will never forget it or regret it. 
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TYPHOON BETTE IN TOUN: 


A Weather Forecast on "Storm Center" 


Hurricane Warning. 





Unlike TYPHOON EMMA, which wrecked Okinawa and points north, TYPHOON BETTE is 
man-made and beneficial in aim. For librarians, it's our own personal hurricane, a 
gift from Hollywood, which finds at long last that libraries, too, can breed drama, 
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After a premiere at the ALA Miami meeting, it's working west and will hit the 
Islands late in November. Reactions will vary, but all librarians should see it. As 
for suspending our critical faculties when we go, that's a matter of choice. Mr. David 
Clift, HQ ALA, commends the picture for raising the issue of Freedom to Read, but 
adds that while ALA is cooperating with the film makers, individual libraries will of 
course do as they wish about promoting it. And what do we wish? 


Oyezt Ovyez! 


In the publicity folio sent out by ALA and the movie makers, there is a fascina- 
ting range and variety of materials: something for everyone. Respected librarians 
give benevolent if ambiguous comments on STORM CENTER. (Illustrated brochures picture 
its high moments in these words (plus some of ours). 


"Judge Ellerbe (Paul Kelly) life long friend of Alicia Hull" (Bette Davis) 
"browsing in the library finds 'The Communist Dream'* on the bookshelves. Crisis\" 


"Meantime Alicia opens up the whole new world of books to sensitive and lonely 
Freddie Slater (Kevin Coughlin)" (whose cultured mother and lowbrow father are at odds 
over his leisure-time activities. Should he read books or play baseball?) 


"Ultimatum from the City Council: You can have your children's branch if you 
remove 'The Communist Dream' from the Library!" (Alicia declines and is fired, partly 
because an ambitious young politico (Brian Keith) brings up her past membership in 
Communist front organizations. This inclines them to doubt her judgment on books. 
With Alicia's scalp under his belt, Brian decides to run for office on an anti-commu- 
nist platform. He's also courting Alicia's assistant who succeeds her in the library, 
and does nothing to help her: in fact, it was her careless remark on Alicia's liberal- 
ism that started Brian on his witch hunt.) 


"Cruelest blow for Alicia is the alienation of her beloved children, principally 
Freddie whose mind is poisoned by his obdurate father." 


"Goaded by his playmates and little understanding the malignant frenzy of the 
adults, Freddie puts the torch to the books he loved; he lives to read again." 


“Above is Alicia Hull embattled Librarian watching her life work go up in flames 
but making anew the resolve that this shall be a land dedicated to the freedom to 
read!" - (The town repents, Alicia takes the reins again, Freddie is carted off in an 


ambulance, ) 


Besides this folder, with its faint 'Love That Soap" aroma, there are more 
scholarly materials. A librarian has prepared a booklist (which needs proofreading) 
on issues related to STORM CENTER. A leaflet quotes President Eisenhower's speech at 





*Imaginary title? Not in BIP. 
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Dartmouth College, June 14, 1956, and his later remarks at a press conference. To- 
gether, they show an honest man struggling with the slippery problem of censorship. 
He says at Dartmouth (in large print) "Don't join the book burners... Don't be afraid 
to go in your library and read every book, as long as that document goes not offend 
our own ideas of decency. That should be the only censorship. How will we defeat 
Communism unless we know what it is, and what it teaches, and why does it have such 
an appeal for men... we have got to fight it with something better.." 


But at the press conference (in small print) Ike tells newsmen that when he is 
talking about books or the right of dissemination of knowledge he by no means is 
talking about any kind of thing that attempts to persuade or propagandize this country 
to Communism. He is against "book burning", explaining that he meant he is against 
suppression of ideas. We'should not be afraid of the kind of thinking, writing, argu- 
ment, that goes on in the U.S., so long as it is within the limits of decency and is 
not_ traitorous. (The italics are ours.) On censorship in State Department libraries 
abroad, the President said that, generally speaking, his idea was that censorship and 
hiding solves nothing, but that he does say that he does not have to be a party to 
encouraging our own self-destruction. He sees no reason for the Government to be sup- 
porting something that advocates its own destruction. That seemed to him to be about 
the limit of silliness... Yet again he says, during World War II we criticized our- 
selves for not reading "Mein Kampf" seriously. \Why shouldn't we know what is going 
on? He asked the reporters how many of them had read Stalin's "Problems of Leninism" 
and how many had really studied Karl Marx? 








- How libraries can stock Marx and Stalin without harboring subversive literature 
is not explained in this particular brochure. As an argument for Freedom to Read, it 
cuts both ways. A quote from Thomas Jefferson might have been safer, or Voltaire's 
alleged remark: "I do not agree with what you say, but I will defend to the death 
your right to say it." 


A practical publicity item is from the ALA Office for Adult Education: a Dis- 
cussion Leader's guide for meetings on book censorship or intellectual freedom, Taking 
the film only as a basis for discussion, not a conclusive right answer, it aims to 
bring out all views in a friendly manner. Problem: Should there be any restraints 
on free access to books in a public library? . Can books endanger the government, in- 
cite crime, stimulate unethical conduct? How about young people's reading? Is free 
inquiry important to democracy? Who should restrict books - the 'best' people? the 
pressure groups, or who? What should a librarian do if pressured? and finally, what 
can individual citizens do to help maintain free access to books? 


The folio also contains answers, for most librarians, in a copy of the Library 
Bill of Rights adopted by the ALA Council in 1948. Extracts: "There should be the 
fullest practicable provision" (italics are ours) "of material presenting all points 
of view concerning the problems and issues of our times, international, national and 
local; and books or other reading matter of sound factual authority should not be 
proscribed or removed from library shelves because of partisan or doctrinal disap- 
proval.. Books should be chosen for values of interest, information and enlightenment 
of all the people of the community.. Censorship of books must be challenged by 
librarians.. Librarians should enlist the cooperation of allied groups in the fields 
of science, of education, and of book publishing in resisting all abridgment of the 
free access to ideas and full freedom of expression that are the tradition and herit- 
age of Americans.." (Italicized phrases give us a little leeway. It may not be 
practicable to buy "A Man Called White" for Southern libraries; "A Rage to Live" in a 
Dunkard community, or "Flamingo Feather" in Cape Town.) 
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Final item in the folio is a Picasso-like poster of a human head in bold autumn 
colors, rather crumpled in mailing but still expressive. 


Fiat Lux 


After reading the publicity, we checked six movie reviews for expert critical 
opinion. LIBRARY JOURNAL, July 1956, pl686, has three reviews of its own, so impor- 
tant does it consider this film. Two are plus, one plus-minus. No. 1 says "a remark- 
able drama", "a fearless film". No. 2 calls it a kind of morality play, "a sincere 
attempt", on the whole "an effective spokesman for libraries and intellectual freedom". 
He does doubt whether principles always remain clear through the melodrama, or whether 
the ending is logical and helpful. No. 3 praises Bette Davis, who tells about the 
movie in her life story in Collier's, Nov. 25, Dec. 9, 1955. 


AMERICA, Aug. 4, 1956, p414, says the picture is living up to its name by causing 
trouble between the Legion of Decency and the Motion Picture Industry Council. The 
Legion marked SC as needing explaining before being viewed. The Council cried Censor- 
ship! Nonsense, says America. Is criticism censorship? Who's suppressing free ex- 
pression now? 


COMMONWEAL, Aug. 10, 1956, p486: Interesting if obvious civil liberties theme; 
loses main point in side issues. Good production, moving climax, some overacting. 
A for effort. 


TIME, Aug. 20, 1956, p80. All they need is a good story. 


SATURDAY REVIEW, June 16, 1956, pl6. These problems are real. It takes courage 
to ‘fight them, or present them on film. Good to see an idea movie again. Plot OK 
except for child bookworm, and times when Bette sounds smug and self-righteous as her 
benighted opponents. 


COUNTERATTACK; THE NEWSLETTER OF FACTS TO COMBAT COMMUNISM, entire issue for 
Aug. 17, 1956. Bette wants free access to a communist book to show how silly it is. 
Is she kidding? Would she leave a piece of pornography around to show it isn't nice? 
She's disrespectful to town officials, defies their undoubted right to ban her book, 
incites a riot. Producer Julian Blaustein and one writer Elick Moll are reported to 
have friends: in trouble with Communist fronts. Can this movie be based on the story 
of Mirs. Mary Knowles, of Plymouth Meeting, Pa., a real life storn center, who was 
defended by powerful friends but identified by Philbrick as a member of his Communist 
cell? 


Local Girls 


Finally we have some fascinating comments by members of the HLA Executive Board 
and Program Committee, who saw the preview. All are intelligent and perceptive, but 
they perceive such different things that members will have to go and decide for them- 
selves. 


1. I found this a very tense and gripping picture, with a terrific holding power. 
It does seem that every thinking person must agree with its thesis, that it is impor- 
tant that books representing both sides of controversial issues should be available in 
public libraries, and with its condemnation of the theory of guilt by association, and 
of blowing up public emotionalism and fear to use as a stepping-stone to political 
success. But I do feel that the impact was weakened and the issue clouded by using an 
emotionally disturbed child, upset by parental ignorance and conflict, as the deus ex 
machina to resolve the conflict. 
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2. Dramatic enough to appeal to the general public, and if it doesn't say all 
that librarians would like it to say, it at least brings out one facet of our work of 
which the public may not be aware. If a librarian had written the script, the sub- 
ject would no doubt have been covered more adequately, but would the public go to see 
it? I think we should be happy that the picture is as good as it is - how many movies 
have YOU seen about our profession? P.S.- I do think Bette Davis could have been 
given a waistline! 


3. A movie that stays with you. It's thought-provoking, and the acting is very 
good. For my adverse comment, the main thing is that it got off the tract of censor- 
ship and onto the results of character assassination and guilt by association. They 
could have done more than they did with censorship, carried it farther, showed. how 
restrictions would multiply, as the librarian foresaw. 


It's got a message, but I'm not sure it's specifically a library message. It's 
a warning ageinst destruction of our civil liberties by McCarthy-like methods. As 
for HLA sponsoring it, that would probably cause no trouble and be all right - except 
for showing that dingy, awful, old Gothic library that just deepens the stereotype of 
libraries in the public mind. However it portrays librarians and their service all 
right - just a little sentimental on the classics at the end. 


4. Entertaining and interesting to-see Bette Davis back on the screen again, 
It will give the general public a view of public libraries that they probably never 
were aware of, 


5. The idea of the movie is fine, and Bette Davis is excellent, but the vehicle 
they used, the little boy, was too emotionally confusing and it obscured the issue. 
The issue was this: is a librarian forced to withdraw books that she thinks should 
be in the library to show all sides of an ideology? But it got cluttered up with 
other issues and sidetracked for emotional sequences. The solution, again, was too 
emotional - burning the library. That wasn't a reasonable way to solve the censorship 
problem which the picture had raised. 


6. "Storm Center" with Bette Davis was an’ excellent portrayal of a library 
dilemma. The dignity of the profession was in no way jeopardized. In fact, it may 
make the public librarian-conscious. Recommend taking a box of Kleenex or-a- couple 
of hankies, 


7. As a movie, I think it is good entertainment and worth any adult's time and 
money. As a vehicle for the portrayal of the problem of communist literature in 
public libraries, I cannot say as much for it. 


I feel its weaknesses are: 1) The lack of emphasis that the stand of the li- 
brarian was on the matter of retention of the book in question and the effect on 
future selections. There seemed to be implied the possibility that she was just stub- 
born and resentful of interference in a field in which she had been in complete com- 
mand for so many years. 2) The vehicle used for portrayal of the influence the li- 
brarian's removal had on the lives of the people of the town. The child appeared to 
be extremely young to have been able to understand the real reason for the controversy. 
3) Emotionalism. It seemed that so much emotion was introduced that the point of the 


story was smothered by it. 


I think its strong points are: 1) The excellent showing of mob thinking and the 
comparative ease with which that thinking was changed to the opposite viewpoint. 2) 
The viewpoint of the politicians. I think that was one of the strongest points 
brought out - the completely different approach of the councilmen, based strictly on 
the effect on the votes. 3) The honest councilman who placed personal friendship above 
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politics. However, it appeared to me that his defense of the librarian was definitely 
personal and not on the ethics of freedom of choice in the matter of literature in 
the library. 


8. My prime criticism - it missed the boat. It's not a documentary, nor is it 
an adequate drama. It has aspects of both, but falls somewhere between. It also 
dragged and lagged in scenes like the final book burning. It would have been enough 
to show a few books instead of working right through the Dewey system. You get tired 
of burning book titles and the blank faces of bystanders, 


There are really two stories or themes. 1) Censorship, and 2) the Child and 
Family Situation which was never resolved, just dragged in and left dangling. Even 
if you could grant the assumption that the child would behave in that way, it was 
never completed convincingly. 


Some of our frivolous friends who have not seen the movie wonder if all this 
fuss will have a negative effect on freedom to read. Will people wonder what in- 
sidious perils we have on our shelves, and rush in to see? If they do, should we 
wait till the library burns down, or try something less drastic? 


SCORE SHEET: SC As Propaganda for free inguiry. (Rating: Plus-Minus.) 


1. Freedom to read, or Freedom to Join? 


Hollywood has been plagued with movie censorship and loyalty hearings, and this 
colors its view of civil liberties. In a movie that starts with a clear case of book 
censorship, they plug Freedom to Read (The Communist Dream) briefly and go on with 
relish to Freedom to Join (Alicia's ex-memberships) and Freedom to be Different 
(Freddie's books vs. baseball), This package deal is issued as a Freedom to Read 
Crusade, sheltering behind the Gothic facade of the public library with its cultural 
halo and respected if undernourished status in the community. It is the billing that 
we question. As we look around at our colleagues, we note that while on the whole 
they will defend Freedom to Read, librarians do not inevitably exercise the other two 
freedoms, as you would assume from the movie. But perhaps all freedoms hang together, 
. on the "No man is an island" principle, 


2. Slay the Infidels, or Each One Teach One? 
It is natural but regrettable for Hollywood, smarting from pricks, yearning for drama, 
to make its STORM CENTER liberals awfully innocent and angelic, and its conservatives 
awfully mean. This may lessen the truth and impact of its message, besides being a 
little unfair. But in the heat of battle, one side tends to copy its opponents’ 
weapons and methods. Thus conservatives fighting Red dictators abroad are tempted to 
dictate suppression of opinion at home. The fact that some Americans will spy for 
Russia shocks them into mob action against all left wingers. The liberals ignore the 
spies and dictators, and point to innnocent people pilloried at home. As they fight 
for free inquiry against smears, labels and slogans, they may be tempted to use these 
tactics in turn. Each side attacks the other's weak points, and strong points go un- 
answered, to the delight of the Communists, who must enjoy our civil wars. The injus- 
tice of this makes every one go on fighting crusades when they could be conducting 
literacy campaigns. SC is a crusade. You can't expect to have a typhoon that droppeth 
as the gentle rain from heaven. It lacks the quality of mercy. 








SC As Entertainment - (Plus-iiinus) 


It's too bad Hollywood has gone vaguely Freudian, as shown here by the use of a 
disturbed child to symbolize community paranoia. We have his dreams, his behavior, 
and his mother's final remark to the father, "You've always rejected him!" Father- 
Image, Cedipus Complex - a movie that invokes Thomas Jefferson and Freud at once is 
asking for trouble. It confuses the viewers. 
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Bette Davis, so glamorous in films like "Now Voyager," was born in 1908. Why 
make her old enough to be widowed in the 1918 war? Why not give her a romance with 
one of her antagonists in good old Hollywood style? (The Sheik; The Volga Boatman, 
et al.) Or if the film is directed at thinking people, why not give her a good story? 


SC_and Library Science (Rating: Minus) 





This angle really concerns us. Imagine a class of students in public library 
administration discussing how to meet censorship, with SC as a guide. "First", ex- 
plains the teacher, "you join a few Communist fronts so you'll be vulnerable when 
they call you." To murmurs of "Why?" she adds, “Oh well,that's the technique used 
by Bette Davis in the classic Kenport censorship case. Besides, you resign in time 
to be technically clear. Perhaps it helps confuse the issue, 


"Next", she says, "you operate as a kind of Call Girl to the City Council. You 
don't have regular meetings and discuss book policy and community needs, you just 
come when they want to hand you an Ultimatum. Thmyou don't ask for time to consider, 
just say what comes into your head, and do as you please, This brings on a crisis 
and gets you fired..." 


"That, Miss Sharp?".. Do you absolutely have to be fired? Well certainly. It 
sharpens up the issue, divides the community, and makes the Council look so foolish 
when you're reinstated for good.. Well, never mind what you learned last week about 
Library Boards and Friends of the Library and public relations. They didn't have them 
in Kenport. No, they didn't have library staff meetings either. The Librarian decided 
all problems alone,. Vell, I don't know why she didn't tell them and get their aid. 
You'll just have to accept the Kenport frame of reference! Please don't mutter in the 
back row, there, speak up... "Yes, Miss Flat? You want to know the technical term for 
the final solution of burning the library. Oh, you can call it PYROTHERAPY,. till the 
LC heading comes out. What do you mean, can you always rely on it? Every community 
has at least one maladjusted boy. You just sit back and wait for him to strike a 
match,. Class dismissed!" 


(Outside, in the corridor) "Mac, Remember the guy who talked last week? He 
said, when you're censored, stay out of it, don't get in there swinging, just see the 
press has the facts, and the right guys at ALA, and all the citizens that want free 
libraries, and let them carry the ball. Politicians respect grass roots - they have 
to, to stay in." "You said it, man. Women blow their tops, Those Council guys were 
reasonable if she'd taken her time, but she had to be impatient..." 


SC_And Librarians - (Rating: Plus) 





It's easy to criticize, hard to create. SC is quite a picture to raise all the 
rumpus, One thing we hail with delight, no mousy-stereotype librarians are shown. 
They're faulty, fighting, lovable human beings. How far we have come in the last 
twenty year, or even since 1952 when Richard Armour wrote a poem called "Librarian". 
Two HLA members spotted it in an old magazine, and we print it to give you the con- 
trast .* 





*Reprinted by Special Permission of THE SATURDAY EVENING POST. Copyright 1952 
by The Curtis Publishing Company. 
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Librarian - 


Behind the desk, beside the shelf, 

She seems the shyest sort of elf, 

Or, mingled in with cabinets 

And catalogues and books in sets 

And paste and shears and rubber bands, 

A small machine with human hands. 

Her tread is light as down or feather. 
Her shoes can hardly be of leather. 

She speaks a muted sort of speech; 

Her words, half whispered, barely reach. 
But out of hours, who knows? Perhaps 
She stamps her feet and shouts and claps 
Her hands, and goes on quite a buzz - 
At least, one rather hopes she does! 


- She did, Mr. Armour, she did! Bless Bette for cracking the mold! 
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Three Poems from Tropic On The Land 





KAHUNA 


Clouds stream like banners 
over Koko Head. 

Silver stilts of rain 
needle the fish ponds, 


And I saw, 

wrapped in a swirling cape of mist 
tall as the sky, 

a Hawaiian warrior, dancing. 


BON DANCERS 


Gentle is the dance, 
gentle are the dancers 
like a line of butterflies 
advancing and retreating. 


Drums sound the heartbeat, 
tunneling the darkness 
throbbing under lanterns 
begging! 


Come back! 

This night be with us. 

Spirits run to meet you, 

love lights your ghostly footsteps. 
Listen to our prayers; 

while we are living 

so will you have life, 

in our minds and in our hearts, 

O, beloved dead. 


CUMULUS 


Above this island 

other islands stand; 

tibet-gleaming, cloud constructed and 
by wind built high. 

Against sapphire look any day; 

see tropic on the land, 

arctic in the sky. 


- by Kathryn MacFarlane Thompson 


(These poems are from a work that Kay Thompson is polishing for the press. A writer 
and former librarian, she has a list of distinguished books to her credit.) 
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